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MOONEAE VALLEY PLANNING SCHEME

30 Levien Street, Essendon Statement of Significance April 2021

Heritage
Place:

House PS ref no: HO493

30 Levien Street, Essendon, principal elevation (source: Context 2018)

What is significant?

The house at 30 Levien Street, Essendon, is significant. It was designed in 1928 by architect C
Stewart Russell for John Thomas Fargie.

Significant fabric includes the:
 Original building form, roof form and fenestrations;

 Tiled roofs and chimneys;

 Rendered wall planes with red-blue clinker base brickwork;

 Gable end detailing including timber shingles and roof ventilators;

 Canted bay window;

 Window and door joinery and eave brackets;

 Sheltered porch with heavy porch piers and corbels; and

 Front fence

The later rear extension and aluminium framed attic window in the eastern elevation are not
significant.

How is it significant?

30 Levien Street, Essendon, is of local architectural (representative) significance to the City of
Moonee Valley.
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Why is it significant?

The house at 30 Levien Street, Essendon, is a successfully designed and substantial example of the
Old English style. Built in 1928, its clean lines and restraint look forward to the variation of this style
that became common in the 1930s. These include the use of red-blue clinker base brick work,
rendered wall planes, steeply pitched gables, prominent chimneys and porch sheltered almost under
the main roof sweep of the roof. It is enhanced by detail such as the corbels to the heavy porch piers,
canted bay window to the front façade, and the original front masonry fence executed in the same
materials as the house. (Criterion D)

Primary source

Age, as cited.

Argus, as cited.
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Butler, Graeme & Associates 1985. ‘Essendon Conservation Study’, prepared for the City of
Essendon.

Butler, Graeme & Associates 1985. ‘Flemington & Kensington Conservation Study’, prepared for
Melbourne City Council.

City of Moonee Valley. Building permit card (BP) for 30 Levien Street, Essendon.
Encyclopedia of Melbourne website.

Essendon Gazette and Keilor, Bulla and Broadmeadows Reporter, as cited.

Finlay Brothers History: http://www.finlaybrothershistory.info.html

Herald, as cited.

Heritage Alliance 2004. ‘City of Moonee Valley Heritage Study’. Datasheets for ten heritage precincts:
Ascot Vale, Essendon, Kensington, Moonee Ponds, Newmarket and Travancore, prepared for the
City of Moonee Valley.

Journal of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, Melbourne, March-April 1940, vol. XXXVIII No. 1:
18.

Land Victoria. Certificates of Title (CT), as cited.

Living Histories 2012. ‘Moonee Valley Thematic Environmental History’. Prepared for the City of
Moonee Valley.

Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works. Detail Plans, City of Essendon, various plan nos (State
Library Victoria).

Sands & McDougall (S&Mc). Melbourne and Suburban Directories, as cited.
Victorian Places website.

Whitworth, Robert Percy (ed) 1870. Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer and Road Guide. F.F. Bailliere,
Melbourne.
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This document is an incorporated document in the Moonee Valley Planning Scheme pursuant to section 6(2)(j) of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987


