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Heritage
Place:

House PS ref no: HO527

33 Thomas Street, Moonee Ponds, principal elevation (source: Context 2018)

What is significant?

33 Thomas Street, Moonee Ponds, a bluestone mid-Victorian house, built c1877, is significant.

Significant fabric includes:
 original single-storey, symmetric building form oriented towards the west;
 original hipped roof forms;
 basalt walls, stone window sills, and brick quoins; and
 original pattern of openings.

The rear extension, verandah and fence are not significant.

How is it significant?

33 Thomas Street, Moonee Ponds, is of local historical significance and rarity value to the City of
Moonee Valley.

Why is it significant?

33 Thomas Street, Moonee Ponds, is historically significant as an early house in Moonee Valley,
dated to the 1870s, and predating the 1888 subdivision of this area as the Hoddle Estate. Its
orientation to the west, now a side boundary, is a tangible illustration of its pre-subdivision origins.
The physical form and fabric of the house are expressive of this early date, particularly the use of
bluestone (basalt) dimension stone with more expensive brick dressings to window openings. The M-
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hipped roof form is in keeping with its mid-Victorian build date, without the level or ornamentation
seen on Italianate houses from the mid-1880s onward. (Criterion A)

33 Thomas Street is a rare example of the use of stone in residential construction in Moonee Valley.
Stone, Moonee Ponds, is an atypical residential building material and rare amongst places on the
Heritage Overlay. Houses in the City of Moonee Valley are most commonly of brick or timber
construction. Bluestone was the first stone to be used in the Melbourne area, and is indicative of the
early phase of development. 33 Thomas Street is a rare example of a house using bluestone as its
main construction material, with only one other example identified (HO303 24 Ascot Vale Road,
Flemington). (Criterion B)

Primary source

Advocate, as cited.

Age, as cited.

Aldous, Grant 1979. The Stop-over that Stayed: A history of Essendon. City of Essendon, Essendon.

Ancestry.com Operations Inc. (Ancestry) 2012, as cited, retrieved from https://www.ancestry.com.au/,
accessed online May-June 2018.

Argus, as cited.

Australasian, as cited.

Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer and Road Guide. F.F. Bailliere, Melbourne, 1870.

Broome, Richard et al. (2016). Remembering Melbourne: 1850-1960. Royal Historical Society of
Victoria, Melbourne.

Barnard, Jill. ‘Moonee Ponds’ in The Encyclopedia of Melbourne:
http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM01001b.htm

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 2014, Vic Planning Maps, Aerial
Imagery, http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/pmo.jsp, accessed 16 May 2018.

Di Lorenzo, Gioconda 2001. Solid Brick Houses and Vegie Patches: A History of Italian Migration to
Moonee Ponds, History Department, University of Melbourne, Parkville.

‘Hoddle Estate (Bent, Thomas and Fanny Street, Pascoe Vale Road)’ 1888, Map Collection, State
Library Victoria.

Land Victoria, Certificates of Title (CT), as cited.

Living Histories 2012. ‘Moonee Valley Thematic Environmental History’. Prepared for the City of
Moonee Valley.

Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) Detail Plan, as cited, State Library of Victoria.

Moss, Robert James c1985, ‘Moonee Valley’, State Library of Victoria (SLV) Online Collection,
accessed 20 June 2018.

Pierce, Peter (ed.) 1987. The Oxford Literary Guide to Australia. Oxford University Press, Melbourne.

Pratt, Charles Daniel c 1950s. ‘Aerial view of Moonee Valley Racecourse, Victoria’, State Library
Victoria: John Etkins collection; Airspy collection of aerial photographs, accessed 20 June 2018.



3

Sands & McDougall (S&Mc). Melbourne and Suburban Directories, as cited. Victorian Places:
www.victorianplaces.com.au

Victorian Places: www.victorianplaces.com.au

This document is an incorporated document in the Moonee Valley Planning Scheme pursuant to section 6(2)(j) of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.


