
1

MOONEE VALLEY PLANNING SCHEME

64 Bent Street, Moonee Ponds Statement of Significance
April 2021

Heritage
Place:

House PS ref no: HO515

64 Bent Street, Moonee Ponds, principal elevation (source: Context 2018)

What is significant?

The Edwardian Queen Anne house with Art Nouveau references at 64 Bent Street, Moonee Ponds, is
significant. It was built c1914, most likely by its first owner, builder William Cook.

Significant elements include the:
 original building and roof forms, original chimney

 roughcast rendered walls, timber base boards and notched weatherboards, fenestration,
porch; and

 decorative timber fretwork, brackets and barge boards, decorative gable ends, original
window joinery and leaded glazing

The rear lean to addition is not significant.

How is it significant?

64 Bent Street is of local aesthetic significance to the City of Moonee Valley.

Why is it significant?

The house is a highly intact example of a modest Queen Anne house form, with a façade dominated
by a central projecting gabled bay, and walls finished in roughcast render and weatherboards. It is
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distinguished from other examples of this type, however, by its elaborate front porch fretwork. This
includes a timber balustrade with a diamond Chinoiserie pattern, the arched valance with wavy slats,
and especially the striking timber keyhole arch at the entrance to the porch. This detail demonstrates
how a builder might elevate a standard design with a creative use of ornament. (Criterion E)

Primary source

Aldous, Grant 1979. The Stop-over that Stayed: A history of Essendon. City of Essendon, Essendon.

Age, as cited.

Argus, as cited.

Broome, Richard et al. (eds) 2016. Remembering Melbourne: 1850-1960. Royal Historical Society of
Victoria, Melbourne.

Barnard, Jill. ‘Moonee Ponds’ in The Encyclopedia of Melbourne:
http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM01001b.htm

City of Moonee Valley. Building permit card (BP) for 64 Bent Street, Moonee Ponds.

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 2014, Aerial Imagery, VicmapAPI,
retrieved from http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/pmo.jsp, 4 December 2018.

Di Lorenzo, Gioconda 2001. Solid Brick Houses and Vegie Patches: A history of Italian migration to
Moonee Ponds, History Department, University of Melbourne, Parkville.

Living Histories 2012. ‘Moonee Valley Thematic Environmental History’. Prepared for the City of
Moonee Valley.

Pierce, Peter (ed.) 1987. The Oxford Literary Guide to Australia. Oxford University Press, Melbourne.

Victorian Places: www.victorianplaces.com.au

Whitworth, Robert Percy (ed) 1870. Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer and Road Guide. F.F. Bailliere,
Melbourne.

This document is an incorporated document in the Moonee Valley Planning Scheme pursuant to section 6(2)(j) of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.


