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6 Banchory Street, Essendon Statement of Significance

Heritage Cloverlea (formerly PS ref no: HO485
Place: Narwonabh)

6 Banchory Street, Essendon, principal elevation (source: Context 2018)

What is significant?

The former ‘Narwonah’ (now ‘Cloverlea’) at 6 Banchory Street, Essendon, is significant. It was built in
1915 as the home of George Alfred Mitchell, a prominent businessman and City of Essendon
councillor and mayor.

Significant fabric includes the:
e original building form and roof form, porch, fenestrations and original setbacks;
e chimneys and slate roof;
e gable end and eaves details;
e roughcast walls and weatherboard cladding;
e projecting polygonal oriel window resting on struts;
e porch details including timber posts and roughcast dwarf walls; and

¢ window and door joinery including leadlights to windows and large entrance sidelights with Art
Nouveau leadlights.



The later rear addition is not significant

How is it significant?

6 Banchory Street is of local architectural (representative), aesthetic and associative significance to
the City of Moonee Valley.

Why is it significant?

The former ‘Narwonah’ at 6 Banchory Street is important as a very early Californian Bungalow in the
municipality, constructed for a prominent member of the Essendon area, which provided a model for
what would become the most popular residential style of the 1920s. The house demonstrates
characteristics that would become standard for the expression of this style in Victoria, including the
transverse gable roof balanced by nesting minor gables to the facade, heavy timber posts on dwarf
piers supporting the porch, expressed purlins and simple brackets visually supporting the eaves, box
windows with simple leadlights, and the contrast of textures in its cladding. (Criterion D)

The bungalow is distinguished by its very fine and unusual joinery details such as the fretwork and
basket-weave pattern of the porch gable, the entirely louvered roof gable behind it, and the polygonal
corner oriel window resting on struts. The very large entrance sidelight with Arts Nouveau leadlight is
also of note. (Criterion E)

The former ‘Narwonah’, built in 1915 for George Alfred Mitchell is significant for its long association
with Mitchell. Mitchell and his family lived at the property until his death in 1951. He was a prominent
public figure in Essendon and businessman: he served on the Essendon City Council for eighteen
years and was elected mayor in 1924 and 1934, and was a member of the Corn Exchange. Mitchell
and family hosted numerous dances and parties at ‘Narwonah’ that were often featured in
contemporaneous social columns. (Criterion H)

Primary source

Age, as cited.
Aldous, Grant 1979. The Stop-over That Stayed: A history of Essendon, City of Essendon, Essendon.
Australian Electoral Commission. Australia Electoral Rolls (ER) 1903-1980, as cited.

Argus, as cited.
Broome, Richard et al. (eds) 2016. Remembering Melbourne: 1859-1960. Royal Historical Society of
Victoria, Melbourne.

Butler, Graeme & Associates 1985. ‘Essendon Conservation Study’, prepared for the City of
Essendon.

Butler, Graeme & Associates 1985. ‘Flemington & Kensington Conservation Study’, prepared for
Melbourne City Council.

City of Essendon. Rate Books (RB), 1926-27, held Essendon Historical Society.

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 2014, Aerial Imagery, VicmapAPI, retrieved
from http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/pmo.jsp, 16 May 2018.
Encyclopedia of Melbourne website.

Heritage Alliance 2004. ‘City of Moonee Valley Heritage Study’. Datasheets for ten heritage precincts:
Ascot Vale, Essendon, Kensington, Moonee Ponds, Newmarket and Travancore, prepared for the
City of Moonee Valley.

Land Victoria, Certificates of Title (CT), as cited.

Living Histories 2012. ‘Moonee Valley Thematic Environmental History'. Prepared for the City of
Moonee Valley.



Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) Plan scale 400 feet to 1 inch, as cited, State
Library of Victoria map collection, accessed online 9 May 2018.

Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) Detail Plan, as cited, State Library of Victoria.

REA Group (REA) 2016. Property Sold (6 Banchory Street Essendon),
https://www.realestate.com.au, accessed 25 May 2018.

Sands & McDougall (S&Mc). Melbourne and Suburban Directories, as cited.
Victorian Places website.

Whitworth, Robert Percy (ed.) 1870. Bailliere's Victorian Gazetteer and Road Guide. F.F. Bailliere,
Melbourne.

This document is an incorporated document in the Moonee Valley Planning Scheme pursuant to section 6(2)(j) of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.



